
   

 

TOWN OVERVIEW – YEOVIL 

Motorway   J25 M5 
Railway   Yeovil 
OS grid ref  ST552164 
Population   40,000   
Post code  BA20, BA21, BA22 
Dialing Code  01935 
District Authority South Somerset 
UK Parliament  Yeovil 
EU Parliament  South West England 
MP   David Laws (Lib Dem) 
 
Location 
Yeovil is located 30 miles east of Taunton on the A30 / A37. 
 
What’s in a name? 
In the doomsday book it was recorded as Givele or Iyle, but was recorded earlier as Gifle 
derived from the Celtic river name gifl meaning forked river, an earlier name of the River 
Yeo. 
 
History 
Surveys have found signs of activity from the palaeolithic period, particuarly around the 
Hendford area. Yeovil was on one of the main Roman Roads. The population suffered 
heavily as a result of the black death and several serious fires. 
 
Employers 
The town became a centre for the glove making industry, and indeed the local football team 
Yeovil Town FC is known as the ‘glovers’. In the 20th century the town developed as a centre 
of the aircraft and defence industries, which made it a bombing target during world war II. 
Agusta Westland remains one of the largest employers in the area manufacturing pricipally 
military helicopters. Honeywell, manufactures of aircraft oxygen systems is also located in 
the town along with BAe. Yeovil is also the home of Screwfix and Pittards Plc. 
 
Industrial Estates 
Abbey Trading Estate 
Higher Farm Trading Estate 
Highfield Industrial Park 
Houndstone Business Park 
Lufton Trading Estate 
Lufton 2000 
Lynx Trading Estate 
Lynx West Trading Estate 
Pen Mill Trading Estate 
Vagg Hill 
 
Did you know……….. 
In 2006 Yeovil became the first town in Britain to introduce biometric fingerprint scanning in 
nightclubs. 
 
In 2007 Yeovil it became the first English council to ban Heelys in the centre of the town 
along with Skateboards, roller skates and roller blades, which are also now illegal in the town 
centre. 
 



   

 

One of the symbols of Yeovil is “Jack the Treacle Eater” – a folly consisting of a small 
archway topped by a turret with a statue on top. 
 


